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What Squadron Were You In?

Squadron Patch on gate at Hahn AB, Germay

A I‘EVIeW Of the M |SS|Ie Squad ronSby Col (Ret) Charlie Simpson, Executive Director, AAFM, wh

served in the 569SMS, 446SMS, 447SMS, 448SMS, 3901SMES and 68SMS

Over the history of our missile systems, there have been many units - and the one that most of us f¢lt closest

to was the squadron. This article looks at the wide variety of squadrons that have existed since we first beg
testing. There may be some that we missed, but the research by several members, and others, has been
in several ways, and this summary tells a little about each unit on which we could find information.

Some units have lived more than one life - most started as World War |l bomber units, and some we
in more than missile system. The Ground Launched Cruise Missile units were, in many cases, reactivation
Matador or Mace designations. Many changed designations over the years - Strategic Missile Wings (S
came Missile Wings (MW) and then Space Wings (SW), changing Strategic Missile Squadrons (SMS) to
Squadrons (MS). Note that to avoid repetition, that change is not reflected every time it applies.

The Early Squadrons

We start with some of the earliest units. Eglin AFB, Florida, was the home of some of the first. 7
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Experimental Guided Missile Squadron(EGMS), under the 1LEGM Group, was activated in February 1946, t¢ test the

JB-2, VB-3, VB-6 and the VB-13. It became the 1st Guided Missile Squadron (GMS) of the 550th Guided
Wing (GMW) in 1949, tasked with testing the MX-674 Tarzon missile. The 1GMS and another unit, the !
were active at Eglin from mid-1949 until late 1950. The 1GMS relocated to Patrick AFB, Florida, and the
moved to Holloman AFB, New Mexico, under the 6540th Missile Test Wing (MTW), to test Matador and
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summary of your background and tell us why you wgnt
to be a part of the board. The next nominating comnpit-
tee will review applications and consider them for fi-
ture vacancies. Keep in mind that we have a mix|of
. . officer and enlisted members, as well as four actjve
A WOI’d from the Association duty board members. Active duty board members|do
1999 Financial Summary- Our income for the year not serve as officers of the association but are votjng
totalled $31,799.70, including dues ($23,937.24), dongembers of the board.

tions ($1,731.68), interest ($110.34), gain through saie

of investment ($6,000) and other ($20.44). Expenses Weretters to the Association
administration ($4,598.34), postage ($3,689.80), Prigdress your letters tAAFM, Box 5693, Breckenridge, CO

ing ($7,923.85), awards ($2,697.70), grants ($12,486.08)424, or send by e-mail to aafm@afmissileers.org. Letters ma
and meetings ($354.50) for a total of $31,750.19. Wfted to fit - content/meaning will not be changed.

carried over $49.51 into 2000. Income was $3,300 oWdissile Heritage Grants - We are very appreciativie
amount budgeted. Dues available for 1999 were $9000your donation of $1500 as part of our campaign to
below budget. Donations were $1500 below buddeuild a visitor center at the Titan Missile Museum cgm-
Investment Income was $6000 over budget. Expengégx. We feel strongly that this project is one that ill
were $153 over budget. Awards were $2486 over budfenefit not only our extended Arizona community, put
because a portion of 1998 awards were paid in 199% nation as a whole. Preserving and presenting history
Assests at end of year were an investment accoimour mission. We will acknowledge the donation hpn-
($40,413.89 invested, valued at $45,353.36) and c&sting theAAFM members as requested. The Titan Mis-
($7,850.07), including $1053 in prepaid 2000 Nationalle Museum National Historic Landmark offerseaae
Meeting funds. Liabilitues were $38,554.61 in prepa&hd truly emotional view of the Cold War - your dollars
future dues. will help us share that view with thousandsdward D
Board Election -a post card is enclosed with this newsiarrow, Jr Executive Director, Arizona Aerospace Foundation.
letter to elect/reelect four board members. Please return

the card as soon as possible. Thank you and the association for your continued $
Board Member?- Would you like to be considered forPort of the South Dakota Air and Space Museum. We
a nomination as a board member®@FM?. We have '00king forward to automating our Minuteman Il Laun
twelve board members, and elect four every two ye&r8ntrol Center trainer. This will allow us to better
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for six year terms. If you are interested, send a sho

rithe story of the professionalism and dedicated duty|that

AAFM is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization under section
(c) 3ofthe IRS Code. The Newsletter is published four times a
Board of Directors -

President- LtGen (Ret) Jay Kelley, Colo Springs, CO
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syyas required to man these facilities in South Dakotg for
yoyer 30 years. The actions of the men and women df the
missile force deserve our continued support becausg the

continue to point to it as one of the highlights of their
visit. The narrative in the LCC will be a real complemgent
to silo tour. | am also encouraged to see A#fEM con-
tinues to grow, a trend in organizations that many ar¢ not
able to maintainWe invite all missileers to visit the mu-

seum and see the display as well as the rest of oul pro-
gram.Charles Roetter, Col, USAF, (Ret), President

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of the
Museum, | would like to express my thanks to you and to
theAAFM for the recent contribution of $1,600. The SAC
Museum is committed to preserving and presenting the
memory of SAC and the vital role it played in maintgin-
ing world peace, and exhibiting the history of the Strate-

www.afmissileers.org

(Continued on page 3)
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Letters (cont) - gic Air Command for future genera+g the individual looking for them.
tions. It is through the generosity of our patrons that iR®ger Bernard was at Minot in the 455SMW, 1965-1

will be able to continue into the new century and beyorghd was originally from Lewiston, Maine. Mike Elich
The SAC Museum has welcomed over 450,000 visitdesking for him

since opening on April 1, 1998, and their first view is &gt Hopkins was an MFT at DMAFB in the mid to I
the missiles that “stand guard” at the entrance to the buifds. His BMAT, Tom Preble, is looking for him.
ing. | hope you will pay us a visit if your travels evePaul Hormann is trying to find Charlie Stillwell, who w
bring you in our direction Please extend our sincere thaiikshe 321SMW at Grand Forks in the late 1960s.

to the members AAFM. Scott Hazelrigg, Executive Direc- Taps for Missileers
tor, SAC Museum .
LtCol (Ret) John Gilmore, aAAFM member who serve

I would like to personally thank you for the $2000 grafft Atlas D in the 549SMS and 576SMS, and lived
the association recently presented to the Malmstrom He§Ottsdale. He worked both in Ops and munitions.
torical Foundation. The Money will be used to construgd@! Trueman, who lived in Omaha, was in the 394S
a detailed Minuteman missile system display at our basa! RAD, 4315CCTS and at Offutt. _
museum. We are grateful for the grant and plan to hdv@l ( Ret) Julius Pickoff, aAAFM member who liveg
the display complete during the October time frame. \WeLarkspur, Colorado. He was vice commander of
would be honored to have you visit us here at “Wing On@#las wing at Warren, commander of the Titan | wing
as we unveil this displaycol Greg Pavlovich, Commander, Lowry and the Titan Il wing at McConnell, as well
341st Space Wing, Malmstrom AFB, MT. serving a_t Hg SAC.

Reunions
The check for $1400 has been received - | extend €Ms 2000 - AMMS Missileers will meet in Coco
gratitude of the 92ARW and that of the Fairchild Hergoacny L 27-29 April 27-29 2000. Primarily for thd
tage Museum Board of Directors for your support of oo served in Hound Dog or Quail. Contact Lee Dun
project. The funds you have granted have been key;¥h4 oyerlake Ave, Orlando, FL 32806, 407-859-51
allowing us to produce a first class exhibit honoring the 4| donut56@aol.com. Visit their web site
accomplishments of the 567th SMS and preserving W@/w.homepage.hitter.net/tmc.
history of the Atlas E deployment at Fairchild Air Forcg ac 2000- July 12-16,2000, Omaha. Many activit
Base.Frederick D. Brown, Director Fairchild Heritage Museum at the new SAC Museum. Society of the Strategic

_ _ _ Command, PO Box 1254, Omaha, NE 68005.

Cold War Book - Air University Press recently pub-579 sMmS- Roswell, NM: 8-11 June 2000. Contact Gé
lished an excerpt from a more extensive piece on the Colghp at e-mail dlamb@mmcable.com or (405) 737-24
War. The excerpt is Chapter 5 of the major documes7sms- Post Falls, Idaho, 7-10 September 2000,
and is titled: “INSIDE THE COLD WAR: A Cold tact Dick Mellor, 6331 N Elmhyust, Spokane, WA 992
Warrior’s Reflections.” Author ifBAFM member MGen 509.327-2879, e-mail elm1929@aol.com.

(Ret) Chris Adams. The pub is a 200 page reflectiygssmw ( Minot) - Williamsburg VA, 26-29 April
documentary centering on the “Cold Warriors™..Bombesgoo at Raddison Ft Magruder Inn. Contact Pr
Tanker, Recce, SLBM...And, the AF Missileers. Thgrownfield, 8599 E. Aloe Dr. Gold Canyon, AZ 8521
people, the equipment, their missions; the Heros; nUMgEESMS - 4-8 October 2000, Le Baron, Best Westg
ous anecdotes; the fun, the games and the serious kti§jprado Springs

ness we all “enjoyed.” The book is free to all formefgsTMW (Florennes)- will meet with theAAFM Na-
Cold Warriors by calling: AU Press Emily Adams ofional Meeting in May

Joan Dawson, at 334-953-4924 or 6346 or 6136; W8TMS, 586TMG, 701TMW - 14-18 October 2000
internet: www.au.af.mil/au/oas/aupress. Victoria, BC Canada. Contact Louis G Koszarek 31

37th Avenue SW, Federal Way, WA 98023, Phc
Locator - If you know where any of these missileers53-874-5428

are, contacRAFM and we’'ll pass the informaton along
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Squadrons (Cont) - missiles. The 3GMS, of the When it moved to Bitburg AB, Germany, the
550GMW, was at Patrick during the last half of 1950PBS began an evolution, first as part of the 7382th
testing the Lark missile. At the end of 1950, the 3GMSuided Missile Group (GMG) in 1954, then as par{ of
became the 4803GMS, as part of the 4800GMW, aiie 36th Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) and finally as the
lasted until 1953. The change was probably due to a medlesignated 1st Tactical Missile Squadron (TMS) |un-
USAF policy on squadron designations , since a numlger the 701st Tactical Missile Wing (TMW) in 1956. The
of four digit units came to life at about that time. Th&TMS was joined by the 71TMS, 585th Missile Mainte-
4802nd Missile Test Squadron (MTS), tasked with Mataance Squadron (MIMS) and the 585SS under the §85th
dor testing, also activated at the same time at Patri€Rctical Missile Group (TMG).
Others at Patrick included the 6545MTS, 6546MTS and Hahn AB, Germany, became home for {he
6547MTS, under the 6541MTW. These three units las@@PBS, first under the 50TFW, then the 7382GMG, wiich
until 1953 for the first and 1954 for the other two. THeecame the 7382TMG. The unit became the 69TMY un-
6555GMS of the 6555th GMW was also part of Patricler the 701TMW in 1956, and it was joined by the
from 1951 to 1959. 405TMS, 586MIMS and 586SS, all as part of the
Three units were at Holloman in the 1952-55 tinfes86 TMG, beginning in late 1956.
frame - they were involved with missile test, but we Down the road at Sembach, the 11PBS was fcti-
haven't tracked down the exact missions in every cagated under the 601st Tactical Control Wing (TCW] in
They were the 6556GMS, which tested the early FalcBeptember of 1954, becoming the 11TMS under|the
air-to-air missiles, and the 6580MTS and 6580GMS, bofA1TMW in 1956. The 587SS joined the 587TM{ at
assigned to the, 6580MTW. the same time, and the 822TMS came to Sembach in 1958.
6555GMS, Patrick On the other side of the world, the 17TMS, whjch
G i became the 868TMS late in 1958, became the Matador
unit in Tainan, Taiwan, first under 13th Air Force dnd
later under the 6214th Tactical Group (TG). Matador
came to Osan, Korea, when the 310TMS and 58SS were
activated under the 58TMG.
Mace followed closely behind the Matador. (At
Hahn, the 89TMS and 405TMS were Mace units urnder
the 38TMW, beginning in 1962. At Bitburg, the 71TMS,
also part of the parent 38TMW, was activated at the Jame
time, but was under the 36TFW for its last few yegrs.
Sembach Mace units, also equipped in the same Jear,
Matador and Mace wert the 38MIMS, 822TMS, 823TMS and the 887TMS,
The initial test unit for Matador at Holloman wa!! @S0 part of the 38TMW. At Kadena, Okinawa, [he

followed by units at Patrick and Orlando, and some $P8MIMS, 873TMS and the 874TMS were all part|of
these then moved to Germany to become operatioﬁgﬁTMG'
units. The 1st Pilotless Bomber Squadron (PBS) becaBark
part of the 4800GMW at Patrick in late 1951. These The Snark intercontinental cruise missile had a
were followed by the 69PBS in 1952, the 11PBS in 195Hort life, with testing at Patrick and deployment at
and the 17PBS in 1955. A training organizaton, tfi¥esque Isle AFB, Maine. The 556SMS was activate¢d at
4504th Missile Training Wing (MTngW), was establisheBatrick in 1957, and scheduled to be moved north in 1/959.
at OrlandoAFB for Matador and then Mace trainingdowever, a decision was made to deactivate the 556EMS
Many AAFM members spent time in this unit before headnd not activate a planned 702nd Missile Maintengnce
ing for Europe or the Pacific.The 4504MTngW had thr&guadron, so the Snark was operated under the 7025MW
squadrons, the4504th Student Squadron (STURON), stieicture with no subordinate squadrons until phasg-out
4504th Training Squadron (TS) (for Instructors and Edi-1961.

cation) ; and the 4504th Support Squadron (SS). (Continued on page 5)
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rons, with USAF launch officer performing duty alopg

at Feltwell, and later at Lakenheath, were also p

the 705th SMW, which was the US parent unit for all
UK Thor squadrons. Vandenberg had serveral unit
volved with Thor, including the 10ADS under the 659
Aerospace Test Wing (ATW) (with some operationg
Johnson Island), the 392SMS, under the 704SMW
then thelst Missile Division (MD) and 1st Strategic A€

30ADMDow space Division (STRAD), the 4300SS, which along v
Squadrons(Cont) - Thor had Blue Scout missiles, and the 672SMS, u

Air Defense and the BOMARC the 704SMW before it moved to Feltwell as the 672T]

The BOMARC interceptor missile was deployed
under the 26th Air Division (AD) beginning in early 1959.
Units included the 6th Air Defense Missile Squadron
(ADMS), at Suffolk County AFB, New York, the
22ADMS at Langley AFB, Virginia, the 26 ADMS at Otis
AFB, Massachusettes, the 30ADMS at Dow AFB, Maine,
the 35ADMS at Niagraa Falls AFB, New York, the
37ADMS at Kincheloe AFB, Michigan and the
46ADMS at McGuire AFB, New Jersey. The 74ADMS
at Duluth AFB, Minnesota, was part of the 30AD. The
430ADMS and the 4751ADMS were at Hurlburt under

the 4751th Air Defense Missile Wing. BOMARC were 866SMS, Huntsville
launched there until late in the 1970s. The 25ADS, uhtpiter
der the 10ADG, was at Vandenberg in the late 1960s. Jupiter started as an Army system, but in 19

the Secretary of Defense tasked the Air Force with
responsibility for deploying and manning the systg
since its range exceded the 200 mile limit for Army weg
ons. The 864SMS was activated first at Huntsv
Alabama, in early 1958 and then moved to Camp G

then as part of the 704SMW. In 1959, the unit bec
the 864TTS, preparing Jupiter missileers for duty in |
and Turkey. The 864TTS moved back to Huntsvill¢
1960, and joined the 865TTS and 866TTS, which v

- also activated in 1958 as the 865SMS and 866SMS

99MMS, RAF Feltwell a short time in 1959, there was also a 644SMS as p
the 704SMW at Vandenberg. The operational units

Thor Jupiter were the two squadrons at Gioia del Colle, I

The Thor was deployed as an intermediate ranJ&TO |, and the single squadron at Cigli, Turkey, NA]
ballistic missile in the United Kingdom from 1958 untill. Although operated bu Italian or Turkish missiles

side their RAF counterparts. Units included the 779MS
(RAF) at Feltwell, the 97SMS (RAF) at Helmswell, the
98SMS at Driffield, and the 144SMS (RAF) at Nofth
Luffenham. The 99th Munitions Maintenance Squadron
(MMS) and the 672th Technical Training Squadron (T[T'S)
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Squadrons (cont) - the warheads were controlled byAFB, Kansas, under the 21AD, the 40SAW and finally
USAF members of the units, similar to the Thor arrangié#e 55th Strategic Reconnaisance Wing (SRW) andl the
ment in the UK. These units were operational from 19567SMS, at Fairchild AFB, Washington, under the

to 1963. USAF personnel serving with Jupiter in [ta2SAW.
sometimes wore the patch of the 36th Brigata, the Italian Atlas F silos were scattered around six st
AF Jupiter organizaton. The 550SMS was at Schilling AFB, Kansas as pa
: the 310SAW. The 551SMS was at Lincoln AFB, N

braska, under the 818 STRAD. The home of the 556
was Plattsgburgh AFB, New York, under the 820STR/
The 577SMS at Altus AFB, Oklahoma was under
11SAW. The 578SMS at Dyess AFB, Texas belongs
the 96SAW. The 579SMS at Walker AFB, New Mex
was under the 6SAW.

In 1965, all of the operational Atlas units we
closed as part of the inactivation of all of the Atlas
Titan | missile systems.

564SMS, Warren
Atlas
Atlas was deployed in three variants at bases
around the US. Only one base, Warren AFB, Wyoming,
had more than a single squadron. There, the 706SMW,
which then became the 389SMW, began with the 564SMS
and 565SMS with the Atlas D system 1958. In 1960, the
549SMS was activated with the Atlas E system. In 1961,
this unit swapped designations with the 566SMS, the
Atlas D unit at Offutt AFB, Nebraska. At the same time, i ' 2
the three squadrons, the 564SMS, 565SMS and 566SMS S69SMS, Mt Home
had a change in parent unit when the wing designati])-ﬂan |
was changed to the 389SMW. Other units in the wing At the same time that the Atlas was deploy
were the 706 MIMS (389MIMS) and the 706SS (389SSiround the US, a second liquid-fueled ICBM also c§
At Vandenberg AFB, California, the 576SMSto life. The Titan | was active during the same perio
initially part of the 704SMW, was equipped with all threthe Atlas, from 1958 to 1965. Like Atlas, there was
Atlas variants, and became the first ICBM squadron \ving and several independent squadrons. The 395
the USAF when it was activated in April 1958. It nowat Vandenberg had one Titan | complex used for trai
exists as the 576th Flight Test Squadron (FLTS), ovend operational test, with a short-lived silo called OS
seeing the operational test program for Minuteman ahdsee the January 1996AFM Newsletter for a story
Peacekeeper. Between 1959 and today, it progresakdut this silo.)
through several test misions, first for Atlas, Titan, and The wing at Lowry AFB, Colorado, began as
Minuteman under the 1MD, the short lived 392SMW antD3SMW but then became the 451SMW in 1961.
1STRAD. When it was reactivated as the 576FLTS,two operational squadrons were initially designated
became part of the 30SW. 848SMS and the 849SMS, then the 724SMS and
The only other Atlas D unit was the 566SMS/25SMS. The 4309SS (451SS) and the 703MI
which became the 549SMS in 1961 at Offutt, under ttd51MIMS) were also part of the wing.
4321st Strategic Aerospace Wing (SAW). . The other Titan locations were at SAC base
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Atlas E units included the 548SMS at Forbes (Continued on page 7)
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Squadrons(Cont) - the west. The 568SMS at Larson
AFB, Washington was part of the 4170SAW and then the
467SAW. The 569SMS at Mountain Home AFB, Idaho
was under the 9SAW. The 850SMS at Ellsworth AFB
began life under the 28th Bomb Wing (BW), but was
then made part of the newly activated Minuteman | unit,
the 44SMW. The 851SMS at Beale AFB, California
was part of the 4126th Strategic Wing, and later the
456SAW.

Like Atlas, the Titan | program came to an end
in mid-1965, the victim of progress as the more advanced
Titan Il and Minuteman began to join the deterrent force.

90MXS, Warren

Whiteman and Grand Forks no longer have missile nits
or missile silos. The strategic arms reduction tregties
resulted in the destruction of the silos at these three Hases,
except for a single silo and launch control center near
Ellsworth, which is becoming a national monument.
Malmstrom AFB, Montana, home of the
341SMW (now the 341SW), was the first operatiopal
Minuteman base. The 10SMS, 12SMS and the 4908MS
were originally equipped with Minuteman | missile$ -
these were later replaced with the Minuteman Il (Mpd-
ernized) missiles. All three squadrons now have Min-
uteman Il missiles. The units were first activated in 1p61
570SMS, Davis Monthan and 1962. The 564SMS was built with the same grqund
Titan [l system as the Grand Forks wing, and began life fith
The hypergolic-fueled Titan Il was deployed dvlinuteman Il missiles in 1966. It is also now equipped
three bases beginning in 1961. The 395SMS with Minuteman llls. Other units that have been orjare
Vandenberg controlled Titan Il sites that were used fa@w part of the wing include the the 341MIMS (19

wngs had two missile squadrons with nine missiles eathMMS) and the 341st Organizational Missile Mai
along with the normal maintenance and support unitsnance Squadron (OMMS) (1975-1992), and now the

308SMW also included the 308MIMS. Davis Monthafquadron (MXS).
AFB, Arizona, was home of the 390SMW with the Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota, was home of the
570SMS, 571SMS and the 390MIMS, from 1962 to 19844SMW (then 44MW) from 1962 to 1994. The 44
McConnell AFB, Kansas, home of the 381SMW, had théas the first Minuteman wing to be inactivated and

532SMS, 533SMS and the 381MIMS between 1962 atgllaunch facilities destroyed, with the closing cerempny
1985. on 4 July 1994. Equipped first with Minuteman |, then

Minuteman the Minuteman Modernized missiles and ground sysiem,
Six operational bases and Vandenberg had squg’l??-SVMV'Sng h dadh thégt;\(jger?trl]onj‘l:ﬂ;déons, the_ 66f MS,

rons associated with the Minuteman I, Il or lll. Three g‘f and the L was active fjom

(Continued on page 8)

the operational bases are still active, but Ellsworth,
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Squadrons(Cont) - 1962 to 1975, the 44FMMS and the
440MMS were the maintenance squadrons from 1975
to 1992, followed by the 44MXS, 44LSS and 440SS until
closing.

Initially, all Minuteman Airborne Launch Con-
trol System crews were assigned to the 68SMS, but in
1970, the 4th Airborne Command Control Squadron
(ACCYS), part of the 28BW, took over that responsibility
until it was closed in 1991. Two other units, the 3ACCS,
for four years in the early 1970s, and the 2ACCS at Offutt,
had missileers assigned to them in airborne control jobs.

At Warren AFB, Wyoming, in the 90SMW, the
319SMS, 320MS, 321SMS and 400SMS started with 3901SMES, Vandenberg -
Minuteman | in 1964, transitioning to Minuteman Il in
the early 1970s. The 400SMS became the only Pead@ndenberg
keeper squadron in the USAF in 1988. The wing also Vandenberg AFB, California has already bg
included the 90MIMS, the 90FMMS and 900MMS, amentioned as home to some of the units for earlier
well as the 90MMS (unique to single wing bases singgms, and some squadrons had multiple systems an(
the warhead functons were usually under munitiosi®ns because of the unique test role the base still
squadrons assigned to the bomb wings), and finally thér fourteen years, the 51MMS provided reentry sys
current units including the 900SS, 90MXS and 90LS&nd munitions support. The 394MTS began in 1958

The 91SMW, at Minot AFB, North Dakots, be-eventually became the 394SMS, involved with Miny
gan life in 1962 as the 455SMW, with the 740SM$nan testing until 1976, when it became the 394th IC
741SMS and the 742SMS, along with the the 455MIM$est Maintenance Squadron, and then in 1991,
The wing transitioned from Minuteman | to Il missileg$940MMS until 1994. Another of the 1991 changes

00

en

Sys-

| mis-
has.

tem
and
te-

BM
the

vas

| TS

in the 1970s. In 1968, the 455SMW became the 91SMk activation of the 576 TS, which became the 576F

but kept the same designations for the three operatigng994. The 395MTS (395SMS) had both Titan |
squadrons, with the maintenance unit becoming tiigan Il sites and test missions.

ond Minuteman wing to be closed, the 351SMW, witfMissiles) and kept that name for its first three mon
the 508SMS, 509SMS and 510SMS, along with theom 1991 until it closed in 1994, the squadron drop
351MIMS. The 351FMMS and 3510MMS came intehe “Strategic” from the unit designation.
being in 1975. The last three years, the 351MW had the The 4315th Combat Crew Training Squad
3510SS, 351LSS and the 351MXS, until closing in 1998 CTS) began life in 1958 as the 4315STURON,
At Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota, the sixtithanged to the 4315CCTS in 1963. The unit was
and last Minuteman wing, equipped in 1965 with the ngylaced in 1993 by the 392nd Space and Missile Trai
Minuteman Il missiles and Sylvania ground system, b8quadron (SMTS) (from the 392SMS Thor unit), u
gan life with the 446SMS, 447SMS and 448SMS alomige following year when the 381TG (reviving the U
with the 321MIMS. The 321SMW also changed to Mimumber from the McConnell Titan Il wing), was ad
uteman Ill missiles in the early 1970s, and added the ngited . The group includes the 392TS and 532T S, &
squadron maintenance squadron designations of With the 381st Training Support Squadron (TSS).
321FMMS and 3210MMS. The 321SMW was inacti- Other Vandenberg units have included the 65¢
vated in 1998, along with the 3210SS, 321LSS apdunch Squadron and the 6595TS. In 1991, the 3

nd

91MIMS. Like the Minuteman wings, the 91FMMS and The 3901th Strategic Missile Evaluation Squad-

910MMS came into being in 1975. In 1992, the 910S%n (SMES), at Vandenberg but assigned directly to $AC

91LSS and 91MXS became part of the wing. Headquarters, was born in 1961. The unit was orginally
Whiteman AFB, Missouri was home of the seahe 3901st Strategic Standardization Squadron ($SS)

hs.
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321MXS. (Continued on page 9)
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Squadrons (cont) - replaced the long-lived 1STRAD,Some Other Units
and includes the 300SS, 30LSS, 30th Range Squadron,  Missileers have spent time other units with viar-
30MXS and 30LSS, along with the 576FLTS mentionggly missions. The 6586th Test Squadron, which bedame
above. the 586th Flight Test Squadron, has a test mission at White
Sands, New Mexico. The 3362nd and 3349th Instryctor
Squadrons and the 3421STURON were missile traiping
units. The 4525th Combat Applications Squadron was
an Air Combat Command unit, and the 6952nd Support
Squadron (Missile Technical had an missile related mis-
sion in the late 1950s.
Munitions, Security, CE and Others
A lot of people served in a number of other umits
that were not missile squadrons, but performed essé¢ntial
missile functions. Except in a few locations where |the
only wing was a missile unit, the reentry systems gnd
warhead specialists were part of the Munitions Mainte-
GLCM nance Squadron that was part of a bomb wing or gther
Beginning in 1982, new ground launched cruis@ajor unit on the base. These people wear the missile
missile wings were activated in Europe. These winggdge, and many a#&FM members. A number of civjl
were equipped with the mobile GLCM missiles anghgineering functions were part of the day-to-day mis-
manned by US and host country military members. T&i@n of a missile unit, and members with theses speial-
US provided the operations, maintenance and supp@és even took part in the annual missile competitjon.
while the host countries provided a good share of theany other civil engineering specialists worked on feal
security force for each GCLM flight. These units wrgroperty equipment at missile sites, even though they fvere
operational until the last was inactivated in 1991 as pa#t authorized wear of the badge. In most cases, {hose
of the INF treaty. who maintained missile communications equipment vere
The 11TMS and the 501st Tactical Missile Maingssigned to Communications Squadrons that, for a fum-
tenance Squadron (TMMS) made up the S01TMW pgér of years, were part of the AF Communications Cpm-
RAF Greenham Common, United Kingdom. The 71TM@and or Service. Some specialities qualified for the
(initially the 405TMS) and the 485TMMS were in th&jje badge, other did not.
485TMW at Florennes AB, Belglum The 87TMS and The Specia”ty with the |argest number of pe

487TMMS, Comiso

tical Missile Training Group (TMTG) at Davis Montharsijte cooks (now called chefs) were assigned to the opera-
AFB, Arizona. This unit had two squadrons, thgons squadrons, along with some maintenance teams| The
868TMTS and the 868th TMMS. All were inactived agooks, beginning in the early ICBM days, were assigned
the GLCM program wound down. to the base support organization, but have always peen
an important part of the overall team. Some of the gther

poeple that perfomed critical missile maintenance o
(Continued on page 10)
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Squadrons (cont) - support tasks included liquid fuelsAAFM EXxecutive Director and
specialists, shop specialists from the field maintena

shops in the aircraft wing on the base (machine shrfﬁe Future

sheet metal, etc.) and many others. The helicopter units ~ The current executive director of our associatjon,
and themany support units also provided and still prov@el (Ret) Charlie Simpson, has been serving in this gosi-
key missile support in a wide variety of areas. Martipn since the birth cAAFM. He isn’t planning on stef]
weren't or aren’'t assigned to missile units, but wereping down in the near future, but we need to start glan-
key part of the missile mission. ning to find an assistant and backup for him, as wejl as
Airlaunched Missiles replacement in a few years. In addition, for the last three
years, Charlie has also edited our newsletter, replgcing

. Alarge number OAAF.M n_1embers Work_ed_wnh Raqdger Phillips when Rodger was unable to continue
various tactical and strategic airlaunched missiles agg.o se of other priorities (spelled job).

served in a wide variety of units in almost all the USAF We use Adobe Pagemaker software to devélop

major commgnds over the last fifty plus years. _ Th's‘, Pich issue, and the final product is sent to printer [Bob
pect of “missile units” is beyond the scopeof this artic elchner on a CD. Bob and his staff print 2,000 copies
and th? available space in_ the newsletter _and outside& &ach issue and ship them to Charlie for mailing , uging
expertise of the author - it is a great topic for a futufg, \on_profit bulk mailing permit. Articles and lettdrs

ISSUe. come from many sources - it takes about seven or gight

. The Stratgglc A|.r Command had a large numb§5ys to put together the entire twelve page newsletter.
of Airborne Missile Maintenance Squadrons (AMMS The executive director’s job (a volunteer pdsi-

throughout the life of the Hound Dog and Quail SySte”;En with no pay) involves a number of activities. Fifst,
Virtually every bomb wing - and the_re were many - "3 maintains the member records for the more than 2 ,000
an AMMS. One of the new professional organizationg ,\ <\ have joinedhAFM, as well as keeping mail-

the AMMS Missileers, was organized by many Whl?] lists of other missileers, units, museums and gther

served in those units - a number of AMMS members aigencies. The member records part of the job invglves
alsoAAFM members.

. . . reparing and mailing renewal notices monthly and pro-
In the fighter units, missileers worked (and co paring g Y

, : . ) - essing donations for dues and the Missile Herigage Grant
tinue today) on air-to-air and air-to-ground missiles

. . L . nd. We track over 150 attributes on each membeér in
part of the aircraft maintenance organizations or in t Bf database using a program called Alpha Five

fighter squadrons themselves. This aspect of “missile” He also maintains contact with Headquarters,| AF

organizations has gone through many (_:hanges_in the %’géce Command, 20th Air Force and the missile and gpace
tory of the USAF, as the makeup of fighter wings hggyis coordinates the various award and trophy programs,
evolved over the years. ensures that museums get applications for the annual
Summary grants, conducts local area meetings at numerous pllaces
This review attempted to track the units that wetgound the country, attends official events like the Space
or are now involved with missiles. A lot of memberand Missile Competition and awards presentations|and
assisted, too many to name here. Greg Ogetree’s bafdets with AFSPC leadership. He also maintaing the
on Missile Patches and Fred Epler’s squadron lists wéfincial records and files all required reports.
two starting points, but the many e-mails, letters and A growing part of the job involves providing re-
phone calls were also big helps, as were a numberseghrchers (for TV documentaries, books and ofher

publications that document various aspects of our higojects) with information and names of missileers who
tory. When | asked Matador or Mace vets for some fagign be interviewed on specific systems.

on those squadrons in an e-mail, | got over 75 replies, all If you would like to be very involved with
with great information, within 24 hours. One thing AAFM, either as an editor, assistant, or as the future ex-
learned - most missileers know a lot about the historygdutive director of the association, contact Charlie [and
the systems that they opertated, maintained or supportesiwill provide more details. See page two for phone, e-

mail and mail addresses.
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logo through the AF web site at www.af.mil, under a n£ws
; story about the proposal. So far, most who hpve
y New Alr answereed have been opposed to the new emblem
\/ FOFCG The proposed new slogan was “World Ready”,
A but that idea was shelved and the AF is still looking at
" Log()’?’) ideas for an appropriate phrase. The Air Force Times
U.S.AIR FORCE carried a story about the feedback they had received to
date in late February - two thirds of those who responded
The USAF leadership recently paid a civilian firnf© the AF Times don't like the new emblem..
over $600,000 to develop a new “image” for the Air Forc . . : :
both a new logo and apnew slogan.g The proposed ealaCk HIIIS GOld MISSIIe Pins
blem is shown here. The “wings” reperesent the “stripes Black Hills Gold Missile Pins, to use either a3 a
of our strength”, the enlisted force. The sphere reptapel pin or a tie tack are now available directly from
sents the globe, the five points of the star represent k@drom’s Jewelers. Prices range from $59.20 to $108
active duty, Guard, Reserve, civilian and retired partsfef gold pins and half that for silver, with every configu-
the AF. The three diamonds below the star representrafion of the badge available. Write to Landstrom’s Jew-
tegrity, service before self and excellence, and the 8rs, 620 St Joe, PO Box 1220, Rapid City, SD 57f09,
represents the officer corps. or call Landstrom’s at 1-800-843-0069 for details. Marty
The Air Force has asked for feedback on the néovran is their resident expert on the badge.
Missile Heritage Fund |AAFM grants to museums continue to grow, thanks to the generosity of pur

members. Contribute and receive/dM memento to recognize your donation.

$5 - choose am\AFM lapel pin,AAFM patch, Bill McKee's “Missile Business Cartoon” Book, Bob Wycoff’s poems (“Missileer”) o
1993-1994 newsletter reprints.

$8- choose an engravAdFM ball point penAAFM mug or a mug honoring the anniversaries of AFSPC (10), the competition (30) dnd

the USAF (50), 1995-97 Newsletter reprints , Greg Ogletree’s “History of the Missile Badge”, or Two 3901SMES Collectors Pins
$10- choose a 1998 Guardian Challedge-M coin, 3210SS PatcAAFM Desk Clock, Subterranean Sentinels Patch or one of two
CD-ROMs - one features Minuteman, Titan I, Peacekeeper, Space and Competition photos and the other all other systems.
$15- AAFM Golf Cap $20- the 44th Missile Wing Commemorative Book.

$30- AAFM Golf Shirt in white or blue, sizes M, L, XL or XXL $60- USAF 50th Anniversary Book

Mail your check to AAFM, Box 5693, Breckenridge, CO 80424.

J0|n AAFM NOW Complete this short application and return it to us at the address below. We will rgt
form for you to document your detailed missile experience.

Name

m a

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone E-mail address

Suggested donation for dues are $20 per year ($5 active duty enlisted/student), $50 for three years ($14 active
duty enlisted/student) or $300 for Lifetime, payable in up to 12 installments.
Mail with donation to AAFM, Box 5693, Breckenridge, CO 80424




