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Lt Gen Klotz during his visit to the three missile wings on 1 Dec

AFGSC Shield

Our New Nuclear Command - by

Lieutenant General Frank Klotz, Commander, Air Force Global
Strike Command, AAFM Mbr No A0935

The Air Force has a brand-new major command.
Known as Global Strike Command, its mission is to de-
velop and provide combat-ready forces for nuclear de-
terrence and global strike operations in support of the
President and Combatant Commanders.  The Air Force
Chief of Staff, General Norton Schwartz, formally acti-
vated AFGSC in a ceremony on 7 August at Barksdale
AFB, La., the site of its new headquarters.  Since then,
the Command has pursued a methodical, step-by-step
approach to once again bring all Air Force long-range,
nuclear-capable forces under a single major command.

The first transfer of forces occurred on 1 De-
cember, when Global Strike Command assumed respon-
sibility for the intercontinental ballistic missile mission.
Originally part of the Strategic Air Command, the Air
Force’s ICBMs were assigned to Air Force Space Com-
mand in 1993.  Under the new command arrangements,
20th Air Force, headquartered at F.E. Warren AFB, Wyo.
and its three ICBM wings - the 90th Missile Wing at F.E.
Warren AFB, the 341 MW at Malmstrom AFB, Mont.,
and the 91 MW at Minot AFB, N.D. - now fall under
Global Strike Command.  On the same day, AFGSC also

took charge of the ICBM test mission of the 576th Flight
Test Squadron at Vandenberg AFB, Calif. and the target-
ing analysis mission of the 625th Strategic Operations
Squadron at Offutt AFB, Neb.

On 1 February, the transfer of forces to AFGSC
will be complete as the new command assumes responsi-
bility for 8th Air Force and the long-range, nuclear-ca-
pable bomber mission from Air Combat Command.  The
Mighty Eighth has its headquarters at Barksdale AFB,
La., and exercises command over the two B-52 wings, at
Barksdale and Minot, and the B-2 wing at Whiteman AFB,
Mo.

Air Force Global Strike Command will achieve
full operational capability in late summer 2010 with about
900 personnel on board at the headquarters and nearly
23,000 people in the entire command.  This is where we
are today, but this story has been many years in the mak-
ing.  It starts like this: When the Cold War ended, it was
as if everyone heaved a collective sigh of relief and said
to themselves, “Thank goodness we don’t have to worry
about nuclear deterrence anymore.”   The strategic nuclear
forces that had played such a prominent role in U.S. na-
tional security strategy for over four decades no longer
occupied center stage.

At the same time, the U.S. military was increas-
ingly engaged in tough, challenging missions around the
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The B-2 amd B-52 bombers join AFGSC in February

world - from combat in Southwest Asia and the Balkans,
to humanitarian relief operations following natural and
man-made disasters.  The “ops tempo” was extraordi-
narily high and it demanded extraordinary focus and ef-
fort.

During this same period, the Air Force also de-
cided to divide responsibility for its two legs of the “stra-
tegic nuclear triad”.  Bombers and missiles had previ-
ously been under a single chain-of-command in SAC. But
when SAC was disbanded in 1992, the long-range,
nuclear-capable bombers were assigned to Air Combat
Command.  The ICBM force, after a brief stint in ACC,
was eventually placed under Space Command.  With two
separate organizations in charge of the Air Force’s stra-
tegic nuclear forces, they no longer had the benefit of a
single voice to define standards and to articulate the need
for resources.  Moreover, they were forced to compete
for attention with other vitally important programs within
both ACC and AFSPC.

Finally, personnel cuts across the service also hit
the nuclear community hard.  Airmen in the missile field,
on the bomber flight-line and in the weapons storage ar-
eas took advantage of early separations and retirements,
or were encouraged to re-train into different career fields.
As a result, a lot of irreplaceable nuclear talent and expe-
rience walked out the door.

The upshot of these disconnected but related ac-
tions was a steady decline in focus on the nuclear deter-
rence mission leading, perhaps inevitably, to several well-
publicized missteps within the Air Force nuclear enter-
prise.  Ensuing reviews by current and former senior gov-
ernment officials pointed to strikingly similar conclusions
on the causes as well as the recommendations for cor-
rective action.  Upon assuming office in summer 2008,
Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley and Air Force
Chief of Staff General Norton Schwartz launched a com-
prehensive, multi-faceted roadmap to restore a culture of

compliance, rebuild the nuclear enterprise, invest in nuclear
capabilities, and establish clear lines of authority to pro-
vide sustained institutional focus.  A key component of
the nuclear roadmap was to establish Global Strike Com-
mand to serve as the single advocate for the strategic
nuclear deterrence and global strike missions within the
Air Force.

The Command was founded on the premise that
as important as other defense priorities may be, none is
more important than the responsibility for operating, main-
taining, securing and supporting nuclear weapons.  For if
there is one unchanging, immutable truth about this awe-
some capability - it is that it demands constant and undi-
vided attention.  This was true in the past, it is true now,
and it will be true in the future, regardless of the size or
composition of our nuclear deterrence and global strike
forces.

Earlier this year, in a speech in Prague, Czech
Republic, President Obama made this point perfectly clear.
“Make no mistake,” he said, “as long as these weapons
exist, the United States will maintain a safe, secure and
effective arsenal to deter any adversary, and guarantee
that defense to our allies.”  This, then, is the fundamental
mission of Global Strike Command: to develop and pro-
vide safe, secure and credible nuclear deterrence and glo-
bal strike forces both to deter attacks and assure our al-
lies.  It will perform this mission with an elite, highly disci-
plined team of American Airmen with special trust and
responsibility for the most powerful weapons in our
Nation’s arsenal.

The Minuteman III ICBMs, as well as the
nuclear-capable B-52 and B-2 bombers which will fall
under AFGSC, have been, and most importantly remain,
essential components of our nation’s armed forces.  Each
makes important and unique contributions to the security
of our nation, as well as the security of our allies and

(Continued on Page 3)

A Minuteman Crew
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friends.
Of the three legs of the strategic nuclear triad,

the ICBMs are the most responsive to national leader-
ship.  Continuously on alert and deployed in 450 widely
dispersed locations, the size and characteristics of the
overall Minuteman III force presents any potential ad-
versary with an almost insurmountable challenge should
they contemplate attacking the United States.  Because
an adversary cannot disarm the ICBM force without
nearly exhausting their own forces in the process, and at
the same time, leaving themselves vulnerable to our sea-
launched ballistic missiles and bombers, they have no in-
centive to strike in the first place.  In this case, numbers
do matter.  The ICBM contributes immeasurably to both
deterrence and stability in a crisis.

The B-52 and B-2 are also critically important
components of the strategic nuclear triad because of their
great flexibility and versatility.  They can avoid flying over
sensitive areas in ways ballistic missiles may not be able
to do.  They can be used to signal resolve and intent
through very visible steps to increase their readiness or to
deploy them to different locations.  Just as the various
components of the triad provide mutually reinforcing,
complementary capabilities, so too do the two different
bombers, with the B-52 providing unique, unmatched
stand-off capabilities and the B-2 providing the capability
to attack heavily defended targets.

It is also worth noting that AFGSC will also as-
sume lead command responsibilities for the UH-1N heli-
copter.  This venerable work horse must be replaced with
a platform more suitable to the post 9/11 requirements of
providing security to our fielded ICBM force - a platform
that has greater unrefueled range, greater speed and the
ability to carry more security forces personnel.

With the command’s activation, Global Strike
Command began to serve as a single voice to maintain
the high standards necessary in the stewardship of our
Air Force’s strategic deterrent forces.  Despite the sig-

nificant changes of the post-Cold War era, recent events
and rigorous self-assessment of the Air Force nuclear
enterprise have reinforced the truth that this awesome
capability demands our constant and undivided attention.
Everyone across America - and the world - should know
and never doubt that the senior leadership of the Air Force
is extremely proud of the Airmen who currently serve in
8th and 20th Air Forces, and what they do every day.
Indeed, our Airmen are doing truly magnificent work -
flying sorties and performing alert duties; keeping our
bombers flying and our missiles ready; defending our flight
lines and launch facilities; deploying to Southwest Asia
and Guam; supporting our Airmen, their families and re-
tirees; and caring for our wounded warriors.  With every
sortie, every alert tour, every shift, every post and every
support activity - they demonstrate over and over that
they rank among the best and brightest Airmen who have
ever served in the United States Air Force.

Global Strike  - (Continued from Page 2)

Global Strike Commander Visits
Missile Wings -  compiled from AF press releases

from the three missile wing bases
Lieutenant General Frank Klotz, the commander

of Air Force Global Strike Command, visisted all three
ICBM wings on 1 December, the day that the nuclear
ICBM mission transferred to the new command.  Lieu-
tenant General (Ret) Jay Kelley, president of AAFM, at-
tended the meeting at Warren, the first stop on the tour of
the three missile wings.

At F E Warren AFB, the men and women of
20th Air Force and the 90th Missile Wing hosted the
AFSGC commander during an historic Air Force mile-
stone as the command assumed responsibilities for the
intercontinental ballistic missile mission. While at Warren,
Gen Klotz met with installation and community leaders,
and addressed about 600 Airmen at an installation-wide
commander’s call at the base theater, introducing them to
the AFGSC mission, vision, expectations and values.

(Continued on Page 4)

Lt Gen Klotz at Minot

Minuteman Maintenance Team
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Malmstrom's 3-Bay Hangar was filled to capac-
ity as members of Wing One came together to witness
history.  Gen Frank Klotz welcomed the 341st Missile
Wing into the Air Force's newest command. Malmstrom
was the general's second stop in a tour of all three 20th
Air Force bases.  On his third stop at Minot, he addressed
hundreds of 91 MW Airmen at the Defender Dome, where
he presented the command's mission, vision for the fu-
ture, and values Airmen should use as a guide to accom-
plishing their jobs.

“This is an historic day as Air Force Global Strike
Command assumes responsibility for all of the nation’s
ICBM force,” General Klotz said. “It is the next mile-
stone in what has been a methodical step-by-step pro-
cess ... in an effort to bring all of the Air Force’s strategic
nuclear capabilities under one command again.”

AF Global Strike Command Hir -
ing for Top Priority Mission  - by Carla

Pampe, AFGSC Public Affairs
Air Force Global Strike Command officials are

aggressively working to hire the best people available for
one of the Air Force's top priorities: reinvigorating the
nuclear enterprise. Active-duty, civilians, Guard and Re-
serve, especially those with nuclear experience, are be-
ing encouraged to apply for positions at AFGSC head-
quarters here and at the units that fall under 8th and 20th
Air Forces in six other states.

Because it is a new major command that is still
building up to full operational capability, Lt Gen Frank Klotz,
AFGSC commander, said there are a lot of opportunities
for people looking for a unique challenge.

"Everyone at Global Strike Command is the 'first
ever' in that job, for now and forever," he said recently. "I
think the opportunity to create something new, to know
that whatever you do is going to have a lasting impact on
the command, is a powerful incentive for people to join
our team."

Global Strike Command bases includes Minot,
Malmstrom, Warren, Whiteman and Barksdale.  One
squadron each at Vandenberg and Offutt also fall under
the command.

Jobs representing specialties across a range of
functional areas are being advertised now through the Air
Force Personnel Center Web site; the Air Force Portal;
and the USAJobs Web site.

"We are actively hiring active-duty, Guard, Re-
serve, government civilians, retired and former military
as we steadily grow to our authorized strength," General

Klotz said. "This requires developing skilled Airmen being
fully involved in the mission."

Military members interested in joining the com-
mand should update their assignment preference
worksheets, look for announcements on the AFPC Web
site, and discuss options with their respective assignment
managers. There are also up to 250 civilian positions open,
with an emphasis on people with specialized nuclear ex-
perience.  Civilians interested in a position at AFGSC can
either search for AFGSC jobs on the Air Force Personnel
Center site via the USAJobs Web site.

AFSPC Commander Bids Fare-
well to Missile Wings - by Staff Sgt. Daylena

Gonzalez, AFSPC Public Affairs
General C. Robert Kehler, commander of Air

Force Space Command, traveled to three bases in No-
vember to say farewell to three missile wings and the
strategic deterrent mission.  Gen Kehler met with wing
leaders and held a commander's call at Malmstrom, Minot,
and F.E. Warren.  The wing staffs at each base were
working toward transitioning to Air Force Global Strike
Command on 1 December.

During each visit, Gen Kehler stressed the im-
portance of the strategic deterrence mission and the high
standards it requires. He urged the organizations to stay
focused on meeting the challenges of the transition to
AFGSC.

"Perfection is the standard ... it is a mindset that
defines who you are and what you do. The mission re-
quires extraordinary adherence to this standard, which
requires hands-on leadership and constant commitment
to accomplish it," Gen Kehler said. "We've come a long
way, we've made progress, but it's not time for high fives.
I'm proud of all of you. Thank you for what you're doing.
What an honor and privilege it has been to have the ICBM
force as part of Air Force Space Command. Stay fo-
cused. Our country demands that of us ... of you."

(Continued on Page 5)

Gen Kehler at Malmstrom

Global Strike  - (Continued from Page 3)
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Space and missile wings have been part of AFSPC
since 1993, but as part of the Air Force's nuclear roadmap
developed by Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley
and Air Force Chief of Staff Gen Norton Schwartz, com-
bining strategic nuclear deterrence and global strike ca-
pabilities under a single major-command-level organiza-
tion will better serve the needs of combatant command-
ers worldwide.

AFGSC Conducts Limited In-
spections - by AFGSC Public Affairs

Each of Global Strike Command’s three missile
wings successfully passed a no-notice limited nuclear
surety inspection (LNSI) days after the wings became
part of the new command, the first such inspections
launched by the command.

Inspection teams of nine to ten members, includ-
ing observers from US Strategic Command and oversight
from the Air Force Inspection Agency, conducted the no-
notice limited NSI.  The teams reviewed the qualifica-
tions and certifications of those operations, security and
maintenance missile wing personnel headed out to per-
form their assigned duties, officials said.

“Inspections will be a big part of how we do busi-
ness in Air Force Global Strike Command,” said Lt Gen
Frank G. Klotz, AFGSC commander. “These initial inspec-
tions are a way for us to gauge two things - both our own
ability to carry out inspections as a new command and to
gauge our readiness to properly carry out the mission at
our three missile wings.”

All three of 20 AF’s main units hosted the teams:
the 90 MW at Warren, the 341 MW at Malmstrom and
the 91 MW at Minot, officials said.

“The idea of a spot, or ‘no-notice’ inspection like
this is to ensure we in Air Force Global Strike Command
are doing the right thing, the right way, every day,” said
Col Sandy Finan, AFGSC Inspector General. “The fun-
damental question we were trying to answer was, ‘Are
the Airmen we are sending to the field properly trained
and certified to accomplish the tasks they are doing?’”

Air Force Global Strike Command assumed re-
sponsibility for the missile wings 1 Dec from Air Force
Space Command, at which time General Klotz stressed
that the Air Force places special trust and responsibility in
each and every Global Strike Airman to operate, main-
tain, secure and support the most powerful weapons in
the nation’s arsenal.

“This requires,” General Klotz said, “an uncom-
promising adherence to standards and superior technical
weapons systems expertise. We are proud and delighted
to have gained highly skilled and disciplined teams from
Air Force Space Command.”

Do you have a current email address on file with AAFM?
If not, email us at aafm@afmissileers.org and add yours to our list for monthly updates,

latest news and  special offers

Nuclear Surety Inspection - Two
Wings Unsatisfactory - AF Press  Release

Air Force Materiel Command (AFMC) nuclear
surety inspections of two wings at Kirtland AFB, NM,
found deficiencies which led to overall ratings of unsatis-
factory.  An NSI thoroughly evaluates a unit’s ability to
manage nuclear resources while complying with all nuclear
standards, and takes place every 18 months.

“Unsatisfactory inspection results should not be
interpreted as suggesting that the ultimate security, safety
or health of the American people has been put at risk,”
said Gen Don Hoffman, AFMC commander. “However,
we must meet the highest standards of safety, security
and reliability in maintaining the nuclear force. Anything
less than full compliance is not acceptable.”

Inspectors from AFMC and the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA) concluded an integrated in-
spection of the 377th Air Base Wing and 498th Nuclear
Systems Wing and found significant deficiencies in both
wings.  More than 85 DTRA and AFMC inspectors ex-
tensively evaluated the wings for six days in 13 major
graded areas to include management and administration,
technical operations, security, logistics movement, safety,
storage, facilities and supply support.  Although both wings
excelled in some areas, deficiencies were observed in
security, the personnel reliability program and maintenance
activities.

Inspectors did note the units were implementing
immediate plans to correct deficiencies. Also, the AFMC
Inspector General recognized 12 individuals and five teams
for their superior performance during the NSI.

The mission of the inspected units continues while
they work to refine their capabilities, processes and pro-
cedures. AFMC officials will track progress and re-in-
spect both units by late February, 2010, in accordance
with established DoDefense and Air Force guidance.
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AAFM Plays Major Role in
Commemorating 50 Years of
ICBM Aler t

Two major events were conducted this fall to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the first ICBM to
go on nuclear alert, an Atlas D missile that began 24 hour
alert on 31 October 1959 at Vandenberg.   The ICBM
force has been on continuous alert since that date.

On 24 September, about 275 members of the
Vandenberg AFB community gathered at the Vandenberg
Club for a luncheon commemorating the event.  A num-
ber of displays documented the history of missile alert
and the Vandenberg contribution.  AAFM Executive Di-
rector Col (Ret) Charlie Simpson gave a presentation on
the history of Air Force Missiles.  AAFM board member
CMSgt (Ret) Bob Kelchner and his wife, Marianne, joined
Charlie for the luncheon, and the three then toured the
Vandeberg museum and base historic sites. AAFM mem-
ber Bob Wyckoff read his poem “Missileer.”  A number
of AAFM members were present for the luncheon.
Former AAFM board member MSgt (Ret) Dayna Castro
played a major role in planning and conducting the event.

During the first week of October, more than 400
missileers gathered at F. E. Warren AFB for a three day
commemoration of the first alert.  Maj Gen Roger Burg
and the people of 20 AF and the 90 MW did an excep-
tional job organizing and executing the event.  The first
day, Wednesday, 6 Oct,  began with a seminar of current
missile wing leadership titled “Minimizing Operational
Seams to Maximize Mission Effectiveness”, included a
field day with athletic competition for representatives from
each missile wing and other units, a golf tourney and a
Curtain Raiser reception at the Warren Club.  Attendees
included many retired and active duty missileers from
throughout the history of the ICBM force, members of all
three missile wings and their civilian guests and members
of other units involved  with the ICBM mission.  On the

second and third day, a contractor expo was held in one
of the base maintenance facilities with displays from many
missile contractors and organizations.  AAFM members
Jim McHugh and Bob Mattson (one of our board mem-
bers) joined the exective director at the expo to tell at-
tendees about AAFM.

On Thursday, 7 Oct, there were four symposiums
at the base theater.  At an opening session begun by Maj
Gen (Ret) Gerald Perryman, the master of ceremonies,
Maj Gen Burg, Gen Kehler, AFSPC commander and Lt
Gen Klotz, AFGSC commander, welcomed the partici-
pants.

The first symposium, “History of ICBMs” was
moderated by George Bradley, AFSPC Historian and fea-
tured Col (Ret) Vern Hastings for Atlas, Brig Gen (Ret)
Elmer Brooks for Titan, Col (Ret) Joe Hale for Minute-
man and Lt Gen (Ret) Al Casey for Peacekeeper.   The
second session, moderated by Lt Gen (Ret) Dirk Jameson,
was titled “The Cold War and Deterrence” and included
the 12th Air Force chief of Staff and former CinCSAC
Gen (Ret) Larry Welch, former CinCSAC Gen (Ret) Jack
Chain and former AFSPC commander, Gen (Ret) Lance
Lord.

Gen Kehler spoke at a luncheon for the senior
leaderhip while many attendees attended a luncheon and
concert at the expo complex.

Session three was titled “Fifty Years of Excep-
tional People in ICBMs” and was moderated by Brig Gen
(Ret) Bob Summers.  It featured Maj Gen (Ret) Tim
McMahon, now senior advisor to the CSAF for Strategic
Deterrence and Nuclear Integration and a former 20 AF
commander, Maj Gen (Ret) Tom Neary, also a former

50th Anniversary Logo

Atlas on the pad
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20 AF commander, and Col (Ret) Joe Sutter, chairman of
the Air Force Association and former commander of the
351 SMW.  The final symposium, “ICBMs Today and
Tomorrow”, was chaired by Maj Gen Don Alston, Assis-
tant Chief of Staff, USAF. for Strategic Deterrence and
Nuclear Integration, and included Gen Kevin Chilton, com-
mander of US Strategic Command and Lt Gen Klotz, com-
mander of AFGSC.

That evening at a banquet at Little America Ho-
tel, Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley was the
keynote speaker.  Bob Wyckoff read his poem “Missileer.”
Toasts were offered to commemorate many milestones
in Air Force missile history, and the commemorative art-
work by Capt Warren Neary was unvieled.

Friday morning, AAFM Executive Director Col
(Ret) Charlie Simpson and Chaplain, Maj Gen Charles
Baldwin, former AF Chief of Chaplains, spoke at a ser-
vice to memorialize departed missileers, both those lost
through accidents on active duty and those we have lost
since they left active duty.

Following the service, Secretary Donley accepted
the original artwork commemorating the 50th Annviersay
from Maj Gen Burg and Capt Neary.  The painting will be
displayed in the Pentagon as part of the Air Force Art
Collection.  Gen Kehler then closed the event.

Capt Neary's painting commemorating 50 years
of ICBMs is available as a signed print - to order - Large
signed and numbered litho (see attached), 30"x20"  $4,
Shipping: $9, Total: $13. Small signed litho  20"x16", $3,
Shipping $9 Total: $12.  Send checks or money orders to:
20 AF/HO, 6610 Headquarters Dr., Suite 8, FE Warren
AFB, WY 82005.

Tactical Missile Alert Milestones
We sometimes forget that while we were putting

the first ICBMs on alert, we already had Matador and
then Mace on the front lines in Germany and the Pacific.
We mentioned in the last newsletter that Matador was
deployed in 1954.  Here are some important milestones
for Mace from AAFM members Bob Bolton and George
Mindling, authors of the book, “US Air Force Tactical
Missiles, 1949-1969, The Pioneers.”

May 1959, Mace Combat “A” Flight personnel
arrived Sembach Air Base (Continued on Page 8)

50th Anniversary Print

Boeing Delivers Upgrades for
ICBM Security System

The Boeing Company has delivered upgraded
cryptography devices to Northrop Grumman Corporation
and the Air Force for the ICBM system. The devices
provide additional communications security between the
launch control centers and launch facilities.

The new devices are part of the ICBM Cryptog-
raphy Upgrade (ICU) program for missile wings at War-
ren, Malmstrom and Minot.  Boeing designed, developed
and delivered the replacement units and supporting tech-
nical data, trainers, support equipment, and code process-
ing system modifications.

"Enabling the Air Force to install these units is a
vital step as we work together to enhance the security of
this important nuclear deterrent," said Peggy Morse, di-
rector of Boeing Strategic Missile Systems. "It's also one
of the Air Force's main requirements for full operational
capability of the ICU program."

ICU is one element of the ICBM Prime Integra-
tion Contract led by Northrop Grumman. The program
sustains and modernizes the Minuteman III weapon sys-
tem, extending its service life well into the future.

Boeing has been a teammate on the Northrop
Grumman-led ICBM Prime Team since 1998 and has
played a key role in ICBM development, design, produc-
tion and maintenance since Minuteman I was conceptu-
alized in 1958.

A unit of The Boeing Company, Boeing Integrated
Defense Systems is one of the world's largest space and
defense businesses specializing in innovative and capa-
bilities-driven customer solutions, and the world's largest
and most versatile manufacturer of military aircraft. Head-
quartered in St. Louis, Boeing Integrated Defense Sys-
tems is a $32 billion business with 70,000 employees world-
wide.
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June 1959, Mace Combat “B” Flight personnel
arrived Sembach Air Base

July 1959, Combat “A” Flight began training on
the Sembach flight line hard stands, Combat “B” Flight
set up for GMT and OJT training at Metro Tango “B”
area, Combat “C” Flight personnel arrived Sembach Air
Base

20 August 1959, 38th Tactical Missile Wing
moved from Hahn Air Base to Sembach Air Base under
project “Red Richard”

August 1959, Combat “B” Flight received its
training missiles

September 1959, four crews of Combat “A”
Flight certified “Combat Ready”, Combat “C” Flight
moved to Sembach AB flight line hard stands

1 October 1959, Combat “A” Flight picked up its
first alert commitment for one Victor Alert (VA)

15 October 1959, commitment was dropped due
to target film shortage

21 October 1959, Combat “C” Flight received
first training missile

November 1959, 17th AF assumed operational
control of the 38th TMW

3 December 1959, Combat “A” Flight again
picked up an Alert commitment

31 December 1959, Combat “A” Flight received
orders to move to its permanent launch site, Mehlingen
Site I, Combat “B” Flight took over one VA mission on
Sembach flight line

1 January 1960, Site I Mehlingen first VA
commitment

18 February, Site II, Fischbach (Enkenbach) first
VA commitment

April 1960, Combat “C” Flight moved to Grünstadt
site III

29 May 1960, Combat “C” Flight, Grünstadt
received its first VA commitment

30 June 1960, 822nd TMS committed to 12 Victor
alert targets

30 June 1960, Sembach AB, 587th TMG had 20
operationally ready launch crews

15 August 1960, 822nd picked up another VA
commitment

26 September 1960, Additional VA commitment
assigned to “B” Flight, Fischbach Site II

1 January 1961, 587th TMG received Air Force
approval for deployment of Concurrent Count Concept.
One enhanced launch crew manning two VA missiles

January 1961, Site I started Rapid Fire Multiple
Launch (RFML) conversion

9 January 1961, Site II Fischbach turned over
launch site to contractors for RFML conversion.  VA
operations continued on nearby blacktop.

18 January 1961, Site I Mehlingen started
concurrent count concept

5 March 1961, Site II started RFML construction
14 March 1961, Site II transferred crews and

missiles to Site III Grünstadt, Site III operational with 8
VA missiles

18 April 1961, 822nd Victor alert reduced to four,
2 missiles at Site II and 2 missiles at Site III as result of
RFML crew training

12 May 1961, 822nd Victor alert reduced to two
missiles at Site II, Site III ceased operations to convert to
RFML

1 June 1961, 822nd Victor alert reduced to zero
with Site I shut down for RFML conversion construction

19 June 1961, Site III RFML construction started
30 June 1961, Site I Mehlingen RFML complexes

operational for crew training purposes
12 February 1962, Grünstadt fully RFML

operational with 8  Quick Reaction Alert (QRA) Missiles
30 June 1962, 38th TMW posture stood at six

RFML launch sites with 44 QRA missiles and 4 ASAP
targets. All references of Flight were changed to Site
and the term Launch Officer was changed to Missile
Combat Crew Commander

1 July 1962, Tactical Evaluation training complex
at 822nd TMS Mehlingen launch site was deactivated
and construction of training site began

2 July 1962, 38th TMW QRA force increased
from 44 to 48

Early September 1962, construction of third
launch complex started at 822nd TMS

25 September 1962, construction of third launch
complex started at 823rd TMS, 587th TMG was
discontinued, 882nd TMS was reorganized, 823rd, and
887th TMS were assigned to the 38th TMW

29 September 1962, construction of third launch
complex started at 887th TMS

38th TMW Historical Data Missing for year 1963
1964 - Mace TM-76A redesignated MGM-13B
1 July 1964, 823rd complex 3 off alert for missile

shelter installation
19 July 1964, 823rd complex 2 was called on alert

status after installation of its missile shelters.  Due to
Short Sword construction the 823rd controlled only 4 QRA
Mace missiles

Tactical Milestones  - (Continued from Page 7)
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15 August 1964, 823rd complex 3 on alert with 4
QRA Mace missiles, 823rd controlled 8 QRA and 1 follow-
on QRA Mace missiles

19 August 1964 823rd controlled 12 QRA and 2
follow-on QRA missiles

1965 - Mace MGM-13B redesignated MGM-
13A

8 April 1965, Message for 17th Air Force advised
that the entire MGM-13A strike force will be deactivated
as of 1 April 1966.

1965 - 38th TMW has strike force of 56 QRA
MGM-13A missiles and 10 ASAP follow-on QRA MGM-
13A missiles

A new message indicated that the deactivation
plan had been delayed until July 1966.  The July 1966
deactivation date was slipped

31 August 1966, Deactivation of 38th Tactical
Missile Wing and all subordinate units occurred

25 September 1966 38th TMW discontinued.
158 former 38th TMW maintenance personnel remained
until 30 November to ship missiles and AGE equipment
back to the states

6591st, 392nd, 704th, 1st Missile Division,
Then transfer to SAC at the ‘host base’ revision.
The South Base was Navy ‘til ’64,
When the Air Force needed its acres galore.

Systems Command acquired the Range,
And relations with 1STRAD were certainly strange.
Space Command later offered the proof,
That the Wing and the Range belong under one roof.

The ATC presence went from Detachment to Group,
And SAC’s CCTS was out of the loop.
The MOL established the ‘curse of SLC-6’,
Then Shuttle was scuttled—back to an expendable mix.

Minuteman launches, I through III,
Then the Top Hand program’s OT&E.
Peacekeeper developed but was then called MX,
There were first stage retrievals on the Egabrag’s
decks.

We orbit with Taurus, and Pegasus, and Titan IV,
Agena, and Delta and Minotaur.
Even Bomarcs, late of 50’s renown;
Were launched to the south for Mugu to shoot down.

NASA’s a prominent part of our place,
Giving civilians a door to polar orbit in space.
The Army is back with the MDA,
To defend against those who might open the fray.

And for the last 50 years a common refrain,
Ever the place where all Missileers train.
But change is a constant, and it’s painful I fear,
For they’re wrecking the house where I wrote
Missileer.

Here at the crossroads of Missiles and Space,
Flying Tigers have made this their own home base.
But it’s our people who make this a remarkable place.

A poem by AAFM member Robert Wyckoff, author of
the poem “Missileer,” which is part of our heritage.
This poem was presented at the 50th Anniversary Ball
at Vandenberg on 4 October 2008.

The Crossroads@50
The 4th of October in ’58,
The day we’re here to celebrate;
We re-opened Camp Cooke for access to space,
And renamed it Vandenberg Air Force Base.

HE gave the direction ten years before,
To develop satellites to aid the next war.
The site here near Lompoc was considered the best,
Where we could launch safely to the south and the
west.

On 16 December the first launch was a Thor,
The Discoverer Program soon followed with more.
Launched by a crew from the 392nd,
Surveillance from space tauntingly beaconed.

It covered CORONA, the first spy in space,
At the start of the Cold War and the next arms race.
Atlas at V’berg, the first ICBM on alert,
With Sputnik spurring our need to assert.

These were the roots of the family trees,
Producing now our EELV’s.
Then came Titans I and II,
The nuclear arsenal grew anew.

Join us in Tucson
6-10 October 2010

Registration on the back cover

Tactical Milestones  - (Continued from Page 8)
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A Review of Neil Sheehan’s “A
Fiery Peace in a Cold War”  - by Thomas

C. Reed, Mbr No A2274, Healdsburg, CA,
Bennie Schriever is our patron saint.  As a young

lieutenant, I had the good fortune to work for General
Schriever in the fifties.  We should welcome Neil
Sheehan’s Fiery Peace, should we not?

Unfortunately, the answer is not so simple.  Mr.
Sheehan has spent enormous time and effort in dredging
up amazing minutiae about the genesis of the ballistic
missile program.  I never knew the history of Diyarbakir,
the radar that played such a key role in our understanding
of the Soviet missile threat.  Seismic considerations
ranked with politics and electromagnetics in settling on
that site.  Fiery Peace is awash with such detail; others
more expert than I may find some of the story in error,
but the homework is impressive.

My problem is with the big picture.  Mr.
Sheehan’s prejudices show through in living color with
his dismissal of Curtis LeMay and Edward Teller as
“General Jack D. Ripper” and “Dr. Strangelove.”  Most
historians credit LeMay with turning around the war in
the Pacific.  He then created a serious nuclear deterrent
that offset the Red Army’s bulk as Dwight Eisenhower
sought to implement a military and economic “New
Look”.  In time it was American economic strength and
Soviet failure that ended the Cold War on peaceful and
acceptable terms.

LeMay should have been left to run SAC
forever, just as Admiral Rickover was to dominate the
American nuclear submarine program for decades, but
the Kennedy administration decided to install LeMay as
USAF Chief of Staff just as the war in Vietnam was
incubating.  He was not the right man for that job.
LeMay’s belief in high-speed, high altitude bombers may
have obscured Benny Schriever’s vision for ballistic
missiles, but LeMay remains a true American hero.  He
was not an irrational movie caricature.

Even worse is Mr. Sheehan’s dismissal of
Edward Teller as Dr. Strangelove.  Sheehan replays the
folklore that an egomaniac scientist claimed all credit for
the thermonuclear discovery.  My conversations with
Dr. Teller belie that belief. (I also worked for him at
Livermore).  He credited many others, from Fermi to
Fuchs, with the radiation implosion insight.  Even so,

Hans Bethe wrote: “Edward Teller contributed more
ideas to every stage of the H-bomb program than anyone
else, and this fact should never be obscured.”

Having dismissed one of the great minds of
physics, Mr. Sheehan then goes on to ignore the scientists
at Los Alamos and Livermore who brought those early
ideas to practical fruition:  Norris Bradbury and Harold
Agnew at Los Alamos; Harold Brown and Johnny Foster
at Livermore.  The result of their efforts produced an
escalation of yield-to-weight ratios, from .002 kilotons
per pound (Nagasaki’s Fat Man) to .08 kilotons per
pound (the Mike device) to 2 kilotons per pound.
(Minuteman III).  Mr. Sheehan credits John von Neuman
and Edward Teller with early insights, and he recognizes
the dazzling growth in yield-to-weight ratios as the
indispensable ingredient in ICBM success, but he cannot
bring himself to admit that Edward Teller had any role in
that success.

Lastly, Mr. Sheehan dismisses Col. Ed Hall’s
connection to Ted Hall, his Soviet-spy brother at Los
Alamos, all too quickly.  Clearly, Sheehan did not talk to
the writers of Bombshell, the people who interviewed
Ted Hall at length during the nineties.  Ed Hall, a classmate
of the Rosenbergs at CCNY, was the older brother who
brought the communist literature home to Ted in pre-
war New York City.  There is far more to this story than
meets the eye.

Fiery Peace provides a fascinating insight into
the early history of the American ballistic missile program.
It illuminates the life of a true American hero, and for
that we should all be thankful.  Veterans of those days,
settling down for a long winter’s reading of Fiery Peace,
might have a few grains of salt on hand – but perhaps
around the rim of a margarita, useful for toasting the
greatest general I ever knew.

Tom Reed, an AAFM member and our
featured speaker at the 2008 National Meeting,
served at the Ballistic Missile Division in Los
Angeles, 1956-1959, and at the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory, 1959-1962.  He went on to
serve as Secretary of the Air Force, 1976-77, and
as Special Assistant to the President for National
Security Policy, 1982-83.  He is the author of “The
Nuclear Express” and “At the Abyss.”
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Cold War Warrior  - By John Stone, Mbr No

A2721, Orem, UT
Last year, we started a series “What I did after mis-
siles” and we have also featured stories from mem-
bers about experiences during their missile tours - this
one combines both - here is Part I

If the reader of this “Cold War Warrior” story
knew all the facts about my early life, they might ask the
question, “How did a 17 year old named John Patrick
Stone, from the rural agrarian town of Spanish Fork, Utah,
end up working with Atlas F ICBM (Inter Continental
Ballistic Missile) systems at sites surrounding Plattsburgh
AFB, New York.

Earlier in my life, I had not been much of a per-
son for military matters.  It would be a whole new world
when I was recruited into the Utah Army National Guard’s
145th Field Artillery in Provo, as a 17 year old junior in
high school.  My brother Jay (James), a 1st Lieutenant,
had recruited me and would become my commander.  He
would also become my military Godfather.  Jay, now de-
ceased, and I, prided ourselves in being very professional
militarily. There weren’t very many of the men in his unit
who knew we were brothers.  Jay had received a battle-
field commission during the Korean War, having held the
enlisted rank of Master Sergeant. He had been a Chi-
nese/North Korean Army POW sometime between 1951
and 1952 which made him a hero in my eyes!

During my junior and senior years at Spanish Fork
High School, I attended the required Army Guard monthly
drills on weekends, and was assigned to a 155mm tank
mounted howitzer as a communications specialist. I tested
for admittance into Officer Candidate School (OCS), and
missed placement by only one point!

After graduating from high school, I reported for
Army Basic Training at Fort Ord, California.  I was as-
signed to B-1-1 (B Co., 1st Battalion, 1st Brigade), and
received eight weeks of basic training.  Oh man! What a
cultural shock basic training was!  From one drill a month
to drilling on the marching area what seemed like every
day, all day long!  It was very interesting folks, I’m here
to tell ya, that getting my “butt” out of bed at 0430 or 0500
to do calisthenics, formations and marching, cleaning and
cleaning, and yes cleaning again my M-1 rifle was far
beyond any experience I had ever had cleaning hunting
rifles back home. Oh yes, and there was spit shining the
boots and shoes.  Then it was onto firing my rifle.  I guess
you could say that was the “buffist” I have ever
been….wasn’t skinny no more! I would soon be a rompin’,
stompin’ war machine Army style.

I remain proud for attaining expert marksman-
ship and placing in the top ten of my platoon using a Ko-
rean era M-1 rifle on numerous types of rifle ranges near
the Pacific Ocean.  My Dad had prepared me well on
how to shoot deer rifles starting at age 12.  Early night
vision scopes, mounted on the M-1 were brand new in
1959, and I enjoyed training with this new invention on
night missions in the hills surrounding Fort Ord facilities.
My last night on the infiltration course, Platoon SSgt Cou-
ture sat the entire platoon down, and told us, “three weeks
ago, a guardsman panicked on the course, and stood up in
direct line of live-fire of the 50 caliber machine gun and
died.”  Needless to say, our whole platoon, including yours
truly “Kissed Mother Earth” that night, even when the
explosive nitro-pacs in sandbagged areas went off next
to us.  At the end of the course, as I dropped over the
small slightly elevated wooden barrier, it felt like I had
been through “blood, sweat, and tears”.  Strangely, as I
watched the occasional tracer round hit the end of the
range, it was oddly beautiful - the “Cold War Warrior”
began to mature in me!  It would be graduation the next
day in full dress uniform.  I had made it! I was combat
trained.  Another phase of maturity had taken place dur-
ing basic training as I observed my “helping others” per-
sonality begin to develop.  A few compassionate platoon
buddies and myself would help others who dropped out
due to fatigue during long marches in sand with heavy
back-packs on several occasions.  I was honored for the
following achievements during basic training: physical fit-
ness, weapons use and knowledge, and generally going
the extra mile with and for others.  During my time in
basic training a very interesting thing was now happening
to Army National Guard Private John Stone, I began to
be totally hooked on things “military”. Quite a change
from a troubled youth with a troubled past!

From Fort Ord, many of us would be ordered to
attend Advanced Infantry Training at Hunter Liggett Mili-
tary Reservation near King City, California, where I would
be trained as a Communications Specialist for my home
unit.  I went on to become a well qualified switchboard
operator for our post and surrounding Army installations.
I was among numerous guardsmen from other states.   I
spent eight weeks in advanced infantry training, returning
just before Thanksgiving 1959, to the Utah National Guard
unit my brother Jay commanded.  I thoroughly enjoyed
working as a communications specialist on the self-pro-
pelled howitzers the 145th Artillery Unit had in Provo.
More importantly, I returned to my high school sweet-
heart Deanna Jex, who would become my fiancé on her

(Continued on Page 12)
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Christmas Day birthday.  Deanna and I were married in
the Salt Lake Temple of the Mormon Church on 14 April
1960. The following day we moved to California seeking
employment opportunities. We lived in Manhattan Beach,
and I was a member of a California Army National Guard
unit in Orange County for a short time.  A few months
later, when employment opportunities didn’t work out, I
returned to Utah to work as a bricklayer’s helper in my
home town. We soon moved to Salt Lake City and I be-
came a warehouseman for a paper supply company. Dur-
ing my time back in Utah, I was assigned to a National
Guard Supply Company in Salt Lake City.

I found myself unemployed for a brief period.
I’ve always been very proud about almost always being
employed, so not having a job was very frustrating for
me.  My working career started when my dad hired me
at age 13 to assist him as a custodian of a Mormon chapel,
and lasted until I retired from Utah Public Safety as a
social worker/therapist in 2002.  My dad, James (Jay)
Stone, inspired me with his exceptional work ethic, and
I’m grateful to him! I benefited from his multi-tasking
skills in that he held down a full-time job and two part
time jobs all of which I helped with. The skills I developed
working alongside dad were an invaluable part of being
able to adapt to changes brought about by transferring
from the Guard to the Air Force. The same applied to
future multiple training bases and sites, as well as various
tasks that I would be assigned to at a permanent base.

In January 1961, I transferred from the part-time
Utah National Guard to full time active duty with the Air
Force, where my work ethic and skills would be further
enhanced.   Deanna was the motivator in my decision to
look at all branches of the active duty military as a pos-
sible solution to our unemployment situation and future
financial security. I was soon inducted into the Air Force
at Fort Douglas, Salt Lake City. Not long after, I was on a
commercial flight to Lackland AFB, for what I thought
would be eight weeks of basic training.

Unlike when I flew to Fort Ord as a National
Guardsman with a feeling of “what in the hell am I getting
into?!” - This time I knew what I was doing was right,
and I knew what I was getting into - or did I?  My first
surprise was I only needed to complete five of eight weeks
at Lackland. This abbreviated training period was due to
the much more intensive basic training I had recently com-
pleted at Fort Ord. I was allowed to test out of the writ-
ten, physical and other required training.

I was soon taking my first train ride with orders
to report to Amarillo AFB, in February 1961, for eight

weeks of aircraft refueling and maintenance technical
school training, and graduated in the top ten of a class of
about thirty enlisted airmen.   Looking back, little did I
realize the importance of my job on the world stage.  In-
ternational tensions between the United States and the
Soviet Union were becoming extremely high as this pe-
riod in time marked the start and ramping up of the “Cold
War”.  This was also just the beginning of the part I would
play in that “Cold War” as I would experience the Cuban
Missile Crisis firsthand in the near future.  On graduation
day I was asked by the school commandant if I wanted to
be trained as a cryogenic specialist.  I jumped at the chance
and accepted his offer.  I was so excited I couldn’t wait
to return to the barracks to call my Deanna and share the
exciting news!

Deanna had remained in Spanish Fork, living with
her parents during the time I was in basic training in Texas,
as well as during my aircraft refueling and maintenance
training at Amarillo. However, that would soon change.
In April 1961, we traveled to Chanute AFB, Illinois, with
all our belongings crammed into a 1954 Ford and a U-
Haul trailer, and found lodging in Rantoul.  While living in
Rantoul, Deanna and I met many new friends, and some
of them became members of our Church through our mis-
sionary efforts.  I received training at the missile propel-
lants and oxidizers technical school at Chanute. I would
soon learn I would work with one of several missile de-
fense systems deployed or being deployed across the na-
tion.  I will be forever grateful I was given a chance to
prove myself as a part of a first class weapons defense
system.   My training at Chanute included how to handle
missile fuels, oxidizers, liquids, gasses, Rocket Propellant
- 1 (RP-1), highly explosive liquid oxygen (LOX) (-297
degrees F.), liquid nitrogen (-327 degrees F.); and bulk
helium gas.

I have to pause here briefly to add some personal
experiences I had handling the dangerous liquids I was
becoming familiar with.  One day at Chanute we were
getting some hands on training outside the classroom us-
ing the cryogenic trailer/transporter similar to those I would
operate later.  We had been given demonstrations on how
liquid oxygen and nitrogen would instantly flash freeze
plants and rodents and could ourselves be severely burned/
frozen if not careful.   Putting caution to the winds while
on a long break from training, a friend, Steve Ruchala,
another airman and I decided we would go grass snake
hunting. Can you imagine seemingly mature airmen car-
rying several snakes to the back of a LOX trailer?  With-
out wearing cryogenic gloves we soon had a small con-

(Continued on Page 13)
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taminated container almost full of volatile LOX.  We then
commenced making “flash frozen” snakes and then toss-
ing them on the cement to entertain ourselves, as they
shattered into numerous small pieces.   You can guess
what came next - our instructor enters the scene and taps
me on the shoulder and says, “Hey Stone - Having fun
are we? Do ya have any idea what could happen with a
little oil on the soles of your boots plus a spark from your
hands or clothing?”  Oh well…lesson learned that day on
how we could have blown ourselves to “hell and gone”!!!
It was still fun to later use non-explosive liquid nitrogen
instead. Who, me mischievous….nah!

I would learn that the LOX and RP-1, along with
an igniter system would be used to provide the thrust to
launch a missile in case of an enemy threat. I would be
taught how liquid nitrogen would be converted to a gas,
and used along with helium, to keep the extremely thin
missile skin itself pressurized, or be used in components
on the missile or in the missile complex facility or silo.   I
would also study dangerous exotic fuels such as anhy-
drous ammonia, hypergolic fuels, as well as other fuels
and oxidizers which I would handle later in my career at
Vandenberg AFB. We trained in self-contained breathing
rubberized suits for the foregoing products.

During this training, we transitioned from wear-
ing Air Force standard issue green fatigues to a sharp
looking uniform consisting of white coveralls with blue
rank insignia, and “bloused” shiny high top boots.  The
uniform also included a hard hat painted Air Force blue
with a white band diagonally from front to back with white
stars.  At my permanent base the helmet would have a
Strategic Air Command insignia added on the front.  That
same SAC insignia was worn on the left shoulder, with
the USA flag on the other.

During the completion of the technical school at
Chanute, I received my first permanent change of station
order - to Plattsburgh AFB, New York.

After I earned the Basic Missileman Badge at
Plattsburgh, I was allowed to wear it on my left breast
pocket. Do you think my classmates and I were proud of
that uniform?  Absolutely! It was a badge of honor and
worn proudly.

What’s Next? - Aircraf t Work At The Base -
Then Missile Site Work And The Cuban Missile Crisis
- Confronting the USSR.

John is looking for photos of the various equip-
ment used in servicing missiles - LOX, Liquid Nitro-
gen, RP-1 and Helium trailers and tractors/trucks - if
you have any, we can scan them and return them.

The SAC Freedom Fighter
Jim Crouch, the second president of AAFM,

sent the following poem - it was written for the air-
craft folks, but applies to us, too - author unknown.

 More Than four Decades, It Would Not Yield,
 That Mighty Awesome Nuclear Shield.
 I'm Proud to Say I played a Part,
With Combat Alert, Go-Codes and Scramble Starts.
No More The Klaxon Clears The Floor.
No More The Mighty Engines Roar.
No "Nukes" Behind The Bomb bay Door,
The Reason - May I Be So Bold,
We Won The War That Some Called Cold.
And So These Symbols Of Former Might,
Here Reside In Freedom's Light,
The World Now Free Of Nuclear Hell -
Peace Was Our Profession and We Did It Well!
You old timers did it damn well.  And while we've all aged
I suspect there are still burning embers deep in our soul
for this country, its people and its ideals.

Memorial Marker Emplaced
AAFM member Rudy Burd has been working

with the Nebraska State Historical Society, the state high-
way department and Omaha Public Power District, who
helped fund the marker, to place the marker near Lincoln
Atlas F site 4.  The marker memorializes the crew that
was killed on 22 November 1964 when the aircraft that
was transporting the crew to the site for alert crashed.
The crew was made up of Maj Lee Craft, 1st Lt Chester
Higgenbotham, SSgt Harold Hrenchlr and A2C David
Therlot.  The pilot was Maj Robert Wilson.

Atlas Crew Memorial

Cold War Warrior   - (Continued from Page 12)
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Mt Home Titan Sites - In October, I was near A Site
and decided to take a look - I passed the site road twice
before finding it, as vegetation and lay of land seems
changed from my memory.  The site road was in fine
shape, the fence intact around site, the roll gate  disabled
open and two swing gates cobbled across the opening.  A
newer graded road turns south just outside the site, around
the south fence and slants east uphill to somewhere.  This
road appears to get a lot of use - I  saw one pickup with
two dunebuggies aboard heading up.  I saw two fellows
at a pickup with trailer-mounted engine and air compres-
sor in middle of site, and they had padlocked the gate
from inside.  I scanned the site with binoculars, finding
almost nothing recognizable, and stuck around until they
left.  I introduced myself to Charles Feast, of Feast Geo-
sciences, groundwater, wells and geologic consulting, of
Boise.  He has been coming to site twice a year for twenty
years, performing required environmental monitoring of
the hazardous materials stored there.  He said their infor-
mation was that the site had been built but never used, no
missiles ever installed.  He said silo 1 and both antenna
silos were filled with bad stuff, with some in silo 3, none in
silo 2.  When he became involved, missile silo doors were
open with deteriorating plastic mesh across openings, so,
worried about liability, they pushed each door overcenter
and ran like mad - terrible noise and the ground shook as
each door slammed down.  There was a 10 to 15 foot
mound of earth over both antenna silos, with monitoring
pipes protruding from the top.  Sagebrush and similar plants
grew everywhere, the  ground was not smooth but piles
of rubble and some blue plastic barrels were here and
there.  Charles said long ago, he went down into the com-
plex with a flashlight as far as blast lock to launcher 2, but
didn't try to open blast door.    Gary Hoselton, Mbr No L138,
Portland OR.  Gary was in the 569 SMS, the Titan I unit at Mt
Home, along with your Executive Director.

(Continued on Page 15)

AAFM Staff - Every couple of years, I ask if anyone is
interested in becoming involved as part of our staff, with
the goal of eventually becoming the Executive Director.
I don’t plan to leave this highly paid position any time
soon, but the board asks me occasionally to see if we can
begin grooming a replacement.  If you are interested, the
job requires a fair amount of work, the pay is zero, but
travel is paid for, and you stay very involved with the
current missile force.  If you are interested, contact AAFM
president Jay Kelley or me  and we will talk about it.
Electronic Newsletter - about half of our members now
read the electronic version of this newsletter, which saves
us a significant amount in printing and mailing costs.  If
you have not changed over, the advantages are getting
your copy about a month before the one that is mailed
and having access to a full color copy.  I send out an
email when the issue is ready with a user name and pass-
word that gives all members who have asked for the e-
version access.  Sign up now by emailing AAFM.
AAFM and AFGCS - the change to a new command
will mean some changes in some of our programs, but we
don’t have details yet.  We know that we will now sup-
port recognition programs at Global Strike Command in-
stead of AF Space Command.  We have also been told
that there will be a competition - probably a Bomb/Mis-
sile Competition in 2011.  Most likely part of the event will
be at Warren and run by 20 AF, with the final part of each
comp conducted at AFGSC headquarters at Barksdale.
The board has also discussed another art project - we will
leave our “Coundown - 5,4,3,2,1”, by Darrell Anderson,
hanging in AF Space Command headquarters, its appro-
priate home.  A project for AFGSC is a few years down-
stream.
Board Elections - four board members, Joe Andrew,
Mike Kenderes, Roscoe Moulthrop and Bob Parker have
terms that expire in 2010 - the nominating committee will
determine early next year who to re-elect and what new
board members we will select.  If you are interested in
serving, send us a short resume.
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Oscar-0 Reunion
The Friends of Oscar-0, the new Minuteman

museum at the former Grand Forks site near
Cooperstown, ND,  have begun planning for a reunion
for 2011.  They have chosen the first week in August as
their first choice and will announce firm dates soon.  They
are hoping to attract former 321 SMW/MG members as
well as other missileers.  The event will include tours of
the LC and LF with other events and a dinner  one
evening.

Are your dues current?
Check the date above your name on the mailing
label on the cover - 1209 means December 2009

Cold War Museum Update
Francis Gary Powers, Jr., the Founder of The

Cold War Museum, announced that the museum has found
a physical home. The Museum will lease a modest size
two story building and secure storage facility at Vint Hill,
located in Fauquier County, Virginia, less than 30 miles
from Washington Dulles International Airport.  The 695-
acre site is a former US Army communications base.

The Cold War Museum has been accepted as a
charity on eBay's Mission Fish.  You can shop on eBay
and support The Cold War Museum. Visit http://
donations.ebay.com/charity/charity.jsp?NP_ID=33316 for
more details.  There you can find great items for pur-
chase that support our cause, create a listing or make a
"Donate Now" donation.

Cold War Medal Status
US Senators Olympia J. Snowe (R-Maine), Jim

Webb (D-Va.), Blanche Lincoln (D-Ark.) and Mary
Landrieu (D-La.)  introduced the Cold War Service Med-
als Act of 2009, bipartisan legislation to authorize the sec-
retaries of the military departments to award Cold War
Service Medals to American veterans.  To date, no medal
exists to honor the men and women who served and de-
fended the United States during the Cold War.

“From the end of World War II to dissolution of
the Soviet Union in 1991, the Cold War veterans were in
the vanguard of the Nation’s defenses,” said Senator
Snowe.  “Although long overdue, this legislation will honor
and recognize the American patriots who, for nearly half
a century, defended the Nation against the advance of
communist ideology in the form of the Cold War Service
Medal. The commitment, motivation, and fortitude of these
brave service members was second to none and their ac-
tions should be recognized in a long-standing military cus-
tom befitting their patriotism and service.”

First Aler ts - Not sure when the first missile went on
alert at 455 SMW at Minot, and my deputy, Bill
Stolzenburg, and I were not the first crew assigned to
duty at the 741 SMS, but we weren’t far behind.  I was
assigned to the 455 SMW in March 1963, and the squad-
ron in August.  I don’t have military orders showing my
second tour with the 455 SMW because I was a civilian
hired in July 1974 by the University of North Dakota
(UND) to return to Minot to teach the MBA classes.  I
had retired, with a PhD in Business from the University
of Arkansas.  UND hired me and for several months the
young officers on missile duty kept telling me how hard it
was to pull missile duty.   That is, until they found out that
I had spent time on a crew during the first four years
(1963-1967) of the 741 SMS as Senior Instructor MCCC
at India, the ACP.  Bill and I also had the first motor
generator fire in the 455 SMW that shut down all ten
missiles and got both President Johnson and General
LeMay out of bed. Capt (Ret) Walter Greene,, PhD, Mbr No
A0512, Edinburg, TX

Mor e First Aler t -  About five of our first 390 SMW
crews were sent to Vandenberg during the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis, although no Titan II was ready - just in case.
There were a few Atlas Ds up and ready, but I do not
recall any Minutemen being put on alert there, although
they were trying.  We ended up having the 4315 CCTS
set up their crew training program using us as students/
teachers.  We were the first to use the trainer, and even
had to use cardboard boxes, painted up to look like the
consoles and other equipment.  Three events come to
mind.  First, having placed our crews on standby with no
ICBM to launch.  Second, sitting in a briefing room lis-
tening to the first briefing on the role and mission of the
new 3901 SMES.  Fortunately, the colonels let us go af-
ter a bit over an hour, since the Cuban Missile Crisis had
just been resolved and the alert lifted.  Third,  learning
that my wife knew the alert was over and drove all the
way from Tucson to join me, and was waiting in a Lompoc
motel while I was sitting in that blasted briefing.  We had
just been married in Tucson before I left for Vandy.  We
passed the airport Palm Springs - Air Force One was on
the tarmac.  President Kennedy was there, and we en-
joyed a dinner visiting with the aircraft crew before head-
ing home.  Col (Ret) Ed Robert, Mbr No A0008, Ft Collins, CO
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Taps for Missileers

Reunions
455 SMW/91 SMW Minot Minuteman I Reunion,
19-23 May 2010, Dayton, Ohio, contact Dave Schuur at
djschuur@verizon.net
487 TMW  (Comiso) - 6-10 October 2010 with AAFM
in Tucson, contact Chuck Vickrey,  915-760-4673, email
chuckvickrey@sbcglobal.net
579 SMS (Walker Atlas), 6-10 October 2010 with AAFM
in Tucson, contact Terry Doyle at terry.doyle@juno.com
Strategic Air  Command Reunion, 25-29 August 2010,
Tucson, AZ.  Contact J T Romero, 520-203-8809, 866-
260-9302, jtrome-25@excite.com
SAC Airborne Command and Control Association -
8-12 Sept 2010, Seattle, WA, contact Wilson Curtis, 804-
740-2290 or wcurtis135@aol.com
Association of Air  Force Missileers - 6-10 October
2010, Radisson Airport in Tucson.  We are encouraging
units or other groups looking at a reunion to consider join-
ing us - we make all the arrangements, help you get the
word out and make sure you have meeting space or fill
any other special requirements.  Registration is on the
back cover.
Get notices in early - they’ll be posted on our web
page, monthly email updates and newsletter.

CMSgt (Ret) Raymond Kelsay, an AAFM Member,
served in Jupiter in Italy and Atlas in the 556 SMS, and
lived in Las Vegas, NV

Join AAFM at our  next two National
Meetings

Tucson, 6-10 October 2010
Great Falls, Montana - October 2012

  “50 years of Minuteman”

Minuteman Models
A few Minutenam II and III models are available

for immediate delivery - MMII in real colors and MM III
in white with SAC stripe or real colors.  Normally, orders
take six to eight weeks for delivery.

If you want one of these, send a check to AAFM,
PO Box 5693, Breckenridge, CO 80424, or go to our web
page and use the Donations/Store to order with a credit
card using Paypal.  Email us at aafm@afmissileers.org
or call 970-453-0500 to ensure we have models available
- they are going fast.  Otherwise, you can order any time
if you don’t mind waiting the normal delivery delay.

2009 Missile Heritage Grants
A committee of three AAFM board members

considered applications totalling $24,950 from nine muse-
ums in the recent weeks and selected the following grants
to fund this year.

Strategic Air and Space Museum, Nebraska,
$3,000 for major upgrade to the missile displays.

Clinton County Historical Association and Mu-
seum, Plattsburgh, NY, $3,000 for Cold War exhibit fo-
cusing on the 556 SMS.

Jacksonville Museum of Military History, Arkan-
sas, $3,000, for Titan II RV display.

Oscar-Zero, Griggs County Historical Society,
North Dakota, $1,000 for Cold War display.

Grants are awarded this year in memory of AAFM
members Capt Jonathan Bayless, Col (Ret) Bob O.
Beaudro, Maj Gen (Ret) Richard Boverie, Lt Col (Ret)
Louis Grimmnitz, CMSgt (Ret) Raymond E. Kelsay, Brig
Gen (Ret) William G. King, Col (Ret) Charles Lipscomb,
David J. Morris, MSgt (Ret) John Elton Smith, Lt Col
(Ret) Clyde H. Smith, CMSgt (Ret) Robert Shuemaker.

AAFM Books and Collectibles
We occasionally get items from members that

some others may want.  We keep a current list on the
Donations/Store page under “Books and Collectors Items.”

Available now -  a few 44 SMW caps  ($20), two
red binders that are titled “Primary Alerting System” and
the SAC Shield that were part of an AT&T document on
the system ($15 each) and a number of books.  We also
always have a few unique patches in our store.  They
come and go too quickly to list in the newsletter.  The
following books are also available on a first come basis:

Sheehan, Neil, A Fiery Peace in the Cold War,
biographiy of General Bernard Schriever, 2009 ($25)

Kozak, Warren, LeMay, biography of General
Curtis Lemay, 2009 ($25)

Adams, Chris, Inside the Cold War, Reflections
on the Cold War 1999 ($15)

Shambroom, Paul, Face to Face with the Bomb,
pictorial review of nuclear weapons, 2003

Boyes, John, Project Emily, Thor IRBM and the
RAF, 2008 ($30)

Lloyd, Alwyn, A Cold War Legacy, a tribute to
SAC, 1946-1992, 2000 ($30)

Send a check to AAFM, PO Box 5693,
Breckenridge, CO 80424, or use the Donations/Store on
our web page to order with a credit card using Paypal.
You might email us at afmissileers.msn.com or call 970-
453-0500 to ensure we still have specific items available.


